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known as Deogan or being smitten by God. While the affliction continues he is quite ostracised, no one going to his house or giving him food or water; and when it is cured the Mahars of ten or twelve surrounding villages assemble and he must give a feast to the whole community. The reason for this calamity being looked upon with such peculiar abhorrence is obscure, but the feeling about it is general among Hindus.
Social          The social position of the Mahars is one of distressing
ictlon' degradation. Their touch is considered to defile and they live in a quarter by themselves outside the village. They usually have a separate well assigned to them from which to draw water, and if the village has only one well the Mahars and Hindus take water from different sides of it. Mahar boys were not until recently allowed to attend school with Hindu boys, and when they could not be refused admission to Government schools, they were allotted a small corner of the veranda and separately taught. When Dher boys were first received into the Chanda High School a mutiny took place and the school was boycotted for some time. The people say, i Mahar sarva jattcka bakarj or ' The Mahar is outside all castes.' Havirig a bad name,, they are also given unwarrantably a bad character ; and 'Mahar jatzcha3 is a phrase used for a man with no moral or kindly feelings. But in theory at least, as conforming to Hinduism, they were supposed to be better than: Muhammadans and other unbelievers, as shown by. the folio wing-story from the Rasmala :l A Muhammadan sovereign askfd his Hindu minister which was the lowest caste. The, minister begged for leisure to consider his ' reply, ajnd^ havin'g^ojptained it, went to where the Dhedas lived and said.to'theoa : " You have given offence to the Padishah. It is his intention to deprive you of caste and make you Muhammadans." The Dhedas, in the greatest terror, pushed off in a body to the sovereign's .palace, and standing at a respectful distance shouted at the top of their lungs : " If we've offended your majesty, punish us in some other way than that. Beat us, fine us, hang us if you like, but don't make us Muhammadans." The Padishah smiled, and turning to his minister who sat by him affecting to hear
1 Vol. ii. p. 237.